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GROWTH OF IIUA PROGRAM 
AT MAL:ISTROM IS MAJOR 
UM PROJECT FOR 1970s
MISSOULA--
Expansion of the University of Montana's Master of Business Administration (MBA) 
degree program at Malmstrom Air Force Base, Great Falls, is one of UM's major off-camr\iS 
projects for tiie 1970s.
Since the introduction of the Minuceman Education Program (MMEP) during the 1968 UM 
Summer Session^ launch control (combat crew) officers with undergraduate degrees in any 
academic field have been able to satisfy master's degree requirements in business adminis­
tration while performing their official Air Force duties.
Many of the officer-students involved hold engineering degrees or have an aptitude 
within that field. The MMEP is a part of the Air Force Institute of Technology, with;- 
headquarters at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio.
Success of the master’s degree program at Malmstrom is credited to the combined 
efforts of the University of Montana and the Air Force, according to Dr. Bernard J. Bowlen, 
Great Falls, the MMEP resident administrator.
While completely funded and housed by tiie Air Force, the School of Business Adminis­
tration at the University is responsible for the coordination and instruction within the 
25-course educational curriculum at Malmstrom.
Response to the educational project has been highly favorable. "Beginning in 1968 
with 17 students," said Dr. Bowlen, "we are now in our seventh quarter and have established 
our enrollment at more than 100. This number is expected to more than double in the* 
first three years of this decade.
more
"As a result of the increased defense development that will take place around 
Great Falls and elsewhere in Montana during the next decade," said Dr. Bowlen, "the 
interested and capable officers participating in the MBA program under the MMEP will
undoubtedly use, and prove this type of off-campus study a valuable method of master's 
degree instruction."
Housed in Building 548 at Malmstrom formerly the Command Building, plans have been 
formulated which will eventually allow more than 200 men to participate as students.
Classes at Malmstrom are held regularly in the six fully-equipped classrooms. 
Students have unlimited access to the school's 1620 IBM Computer and the 1600-volume 
library. All facilities are located on the base.
Insofar as curriculum is concerned, the Malmstrom program duplicates the MBA pro­
gram in structure and organization employed on the Missoula campus. The only difference 
is the time factor.
"What is normally a 2-year program on the Missoula campus is usually completed with­
in 3-!j years at Malmstrom, which is commendable considering all the Malmstrom officers 
are full-time Air Force officers," said Dr. Bowlen.
not at their Minuteman fissile sites, the men are free to attend MBA classes. 
Visiting professors employed by the University to teach at Malmstrom include Dr.
Robert I. Hislop, economics and business law; Dr. D.R. Dawson, economics and marketing;
Carl Scliwendiman, computer science; Dr. Ralph J Winston ■ r-
Dr. Bowlen, a regular UM faculty member teaches'managemenf^Htatistics!"3'^'
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